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REMARKS 

In the Office Action, the Examiner issued a restriction requirement under 35 U.S.C. § 
121. By this paper, Applicant confirms the election made to prosecute the invention of group 1, 
claims 1-14. Accordingly, claims 15-26 have been cancelled without prejudice. 

By this paper, Applicant has also amended claims 1 and 5 and has cancelled claims 4, 1 1, 
12 and 13. 

In the Office Action, claim 1 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102 in view of Kawauchi or 
Butterfass et al By this paper, claim 1 has been amended to indicate that polymer A is formed 
from nylon. Neither of these prior art references discloses blending virgin nylon polymer with 
recycle polymer as required by amended claim 1 . Accordingly, neither claim 1 nor any of the 
claims depended therefrom are anticipated by Kawauchi or Butterfass. 

In the Office Action, claims 1, 3-6, 8, 10 and 14 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as 
being obvious over Sferrazza in view of Studholme. Applicant respectfully requests 
reconsideration and withdrawal of that rejection. 

Sferrazza is directed toward reclaiming polymer fibers from post-consumer carpeting. 
The reclaimed nylon fiber is formed into pellets and can be used for a variety of purposes. As 
noted by the Examiner, in column 9, lines 45 - 49, Sferrazza teaches that the reclaimed nylon 
can be used "as is" or combined with virgin nylon material. However, a complete reading of that 
passage indicates that when the reclaimed nylon is combined with virgin nylon material it is 
molded to form thermal plastic products. There is no teaching in Sferrazza that the reclaimed 
nylon can be mixed with virgin nylon and spun into filaments. Further, there is no teaching that 
such a combined mixture would have the colorability characteristics comparable to that of 
filaments formed from virgin nylon. 

Studholme discloses a fiber-forming polyamide composition containing polyamide and a 
sulfonated polyester concentrate. There is no teaching or suggestion in Studholme of combining 
virgin polyamide with recycled polyamide to form a mixture. Further, there is no teaching or 
suggestion that such a combination could obtain colorability characteristics comparable to that of 
virgin polyamide. 
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Applicant respectfully submits that there is no teaching or suggestion to combine the 
polymer mixture of Sferrazza with the fiber spinning process of Studholme. Applicant further 
submits that there is no teaching or suggestion in either of the references that the filament of the 
present invention could have colorability characteristics comparable to those of filaments formed 
from virgin nylon. 

In view of the foregoing, Applicant respectfully submits that the claims are now in 
condition for allowance and favorable consideration by the Examiner is earnestly requested. 
Should the Examiner find any impediment to the allowance of the claims which could be 
corrected by a telephone conference with Applicants' representative, the Examiner is requested 
to initiate such an interview with the undersigned. 

Date: March 4, 2005 




Respectfully submitted. 



Howrey Simon Arnold & White, LLP 
750 Bering Drive 
Houston, Texas 77056-2198 
(713) 787-1400 
Facsimile: (713) 787-1440 



Reg. No. 30,284 



6 



DM_US\81 68458. v1 



